
Australia’s growth is anchored by the strength 
and productivity of its regions. Almost 9.45 million 
Australians live in the regions, driving 36 per cent of 
the national output. Half of the nation’s growth in the 
post-GFC rebound came from the regions. And now, as 
we head into another critical post crisis rebound, the 
regions are critical to the path forward. 

We invite you to join us for the Regional Governance 
Forum, which will throw the spotlight on the contexts, 
nature, and strategic directions for growth. 

Our speakers and panellists consider the policy, 
governance, opportunity, and risks that will underpin the 
role of the regional Australia in the national recovery. 

We invite you to attend.

• Hear leading insights on how the regions anchor the 
Australian story

• Understand the impact of the pandemic and the 
central role in national recovery

• Examine key factors delivering regional growth and 
innovation — policy and strategic contexts

• Listen to expert insights on how to build the 
workforce to sustain economies and communities

• Discuss the net zero transition and how strategy 
must integrate a just pathway for the regions, regional 
industries, and livelihoods

• Consider social licence to operate and the urgency 
for governance, stakeholder engagement and 
leadership

Click here to register

Virtual Regional 
Governance Forum
Sustaining growth, productivity, and resilience
Thursday, 24 February 2022

https://www.governanceinstitute.com.au/courses-events/calendar-of-events/eventdetails/E06068/virtual-regional-governance-forum-2022
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11:40am Welcome to Country

Craig Madden, Gadigal/Bundjalung Man

11:45am Opening remarks from CEO

Megan Motto FGIA, Chief Executive Officer, Governance Institute of Australia

11:55am Welcome and opening from forum MC

Professor Michael Adams FGIA, Head of Law School, University of New England

12:00pm Keynote panel: State of the regions

• How the regions anchor the Australian story 
• Key factors delivering regional growth — national, state and local policy and strategy
• Impact of COVID-19 and the drivers for risk and resilience 
• The regional governance challenge
Christian Zahra AM, Interim Chairman, Regional Institute of Australia

David Robertson, Head of Economic and Markets Research, Bendigo and Adelaide Bank

Chair:  Ken Weldin FGIA, Partner, Audit & Assurance, PKF

1:00pm Building the workforce to sustain economies and communities

• Tackling systemic challenges for attracting and retaining skilled workforce in regional 
and remote areas

• Diversifying the jobs markets — services, knowledge, and entrepreneurship 
• The FIFO equation — challenges for governance 
• Engaging and retaining skilled migrants
• Community readiness — social, liveability, healthcare, connectivity, infrastructure, and 

diversity
Michael Rundus, Partner, EY

1:45pm Leveraging the strengths of regional industries and resources

• Industry landscapes
• Challenging the lag in communications, access, infrastructure
• Urgency for investment and government focus
• The power of the regional supply chain
Turlough Guerin FGIA, Chief Executive Officer, Landcare NSW

Jolene Morse FGIA, Director, EY

Charles Prouse, Managing Director, NyikBar

2:30pm Break

3:00pm Influencing policy, through stakeholder engagement and leadership

• Who are your stakeholders and what is their voice?
• Strengthening the engagement between business, RDAs and three levels of government
• What will the economic, social and industry stewardship of the future look like?
Jack Archer, Founder, ProjectsJSA

Chair:  Catherine Maxwell FGIA, General Manager, Policy & Advocacy, Governance Institute of 
Australia

Agenda
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3:45pm The First Nations Voice

Sean Gordon, Chief Executive Officer, Gidgee Group

Chair: Liz Nicol, Principal, SafetyWorks Group and Non-executive Director, Uniting

4:30pm Environmental, social and governance – the task for the regional business

• The net zero transition – how effective strategy must integrate a just pathway for regions, 
regional industries and livelihoods

• Climate change and crises – droughts and bushfires have ravaged the regions. How do 
we manage, mitigate and adapt?

• Social licence to operate – the urgency for governance, stakeholder engagement and 
leadership

Tim Nelson FGIA, Executive General Manager, Energy Markets, Iberdrola

Dr Lou Conway, Director, SMART Region Incubator, University of New England

Dr Siva Bharathi Marimuthu, Senior Lecturer in Law, University of New England & Chief Editor, 
International Journal of RRR Law and Policy

5:15pm Closing remarks and end of forum
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